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Sensational

Summer Migratio

Bay of Quinte and
Thousand Islands |

Story and Photos by David Platt T—

ACH SUMMER, IN A CANADIAN CRUISING
TRADITION, THOUSANDS OF WESTERN LAKE
ONTARIO SAILORS JOIN THE ANNUAL SUMMER
MIGRATION TO THE BAY OF QUINTE AND THE
THOUSAND ISLANDS. THE ROUTE, FOR MOST i
OF US, BEGINS SOMEWHERE IN THE HEAVILY POPU- ’
LATED ENVIRONS OF THE GREATER TORONTO AREA
AND TAKES US ALONG THE NORTH SHORE OF LAKE
ONTARIO THROUGH THE PROTECTED WATERS OF THE
BAY OF QUINTE ENDING IN THE CRYSTALLINE WATERS .
OF THE THOUSAND ISLANDS. THIS YEAR, FOUR OF US 4
DECIDED TO HEAD EAST IN TWO BOATS. OUR COM-
/ PANIONS, ALEX AND GEORGE, ARE RACING SAILORS

WHO TAKE THREE WEEKS OFF EACH YEAR TO CRUISE
IN MERALIN, THEIR C&C 27. MY WIFE EILEEN AND | ARE
TRAVELLING IN SOLACE, OUR WELL-LOVED ODAY 240.
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BREAT LAKES 203

www.sailtall.ca

although it does invelve an ascent up a hill that

gives a good cardio workowt. Picton, which has a

population of about 4.000, has not suceumbed to
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We spend the day getting hot and cooling
b by swiriming from the back ol the bom
and watching tour boats, When evening
approaches and the temperature drops
wee take the inflmable havalk For o Jaumnt
another of the Park Tslands, Bean Rivage

he crew ol Merlin likes the sound of
our day on Mermaid so we wait until they
arrive the next morning and surrender
our spot to them while we po explor
ing. Heading east down the Wanderers
Channel, which is privately marked but
used by laree tour boats, we check out
anchorages east ol Beau Rivage Island
and west of McDonald Island lor future
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1CVEeT acl I.I”} erecl |1ll.|:|:|'.=,!\- |'.|-||||-L|||:_I

Mermaid Island in the Tate afternoon we
check in with Merlins crew who are in no mood to move
'LIE"-I'I‘-III'. to anchor for the '|I',-||I_ WL ||r..-|| N H I L I.|I!'-'- 1 Lhe
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island with abou 20 other boats md break out the Scotch in

time to sit back to watch a glorious Thousand Ishinds sunset

I'he weather the next day is underwhelming, There are
wind warnings and small cralt warnings in elfect with alsts
hitting 30 knots. A couple of boats leave the anchorage and
wWe sol al ||.' 150 ome ol [l".':ll ]L"<'|J|L':'||:||'i|'|:-_" -_itll.l..': Dol @ |'||:-:I"_
We hear from Merlin that there is a free dock at Mermaic
but as we are well prodied ted and feel B il about the set of
our Bruce anchor we decide to stay put. The chop does
g over six inches in our a ICNONEEE S0 We feel combortable
‘.-"'tli'l'ln'lit'l_'.’_l'ﬂ !l"":' b ik o the b il :ll_*-\."lifl,' Lhe weather

We up anchor the next morning, motor up the Wanderers
channel for the last time and rendesvous with Merlin, The
time has come to point our bows west again, By the time w
gt back to the Muorray Canal we will [ TR almuost two
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the annual migration again? We will, &

You Should Feel The Heat...
Not Hear 1t!

. .
Dt Series Diesel Heaters
Three new super quiet Torced hot air diesel boat heaters.
Empoy the peace and quict of boating with Wallas heat on board
Thee Wallas line of diesel and kerosene heating umits offer heating

options for boals ranging from 17 feet 0 47 feet

If Space is a Problem...
Here's a Solution!

Diesel Cook Il.'F"
Cabin Healer

Yo can prepare o meal, then
close the blower lid and the
'\.I'lrl-. ||r|l 15 T i it § i

= cabin hemer, Enjoy the warmi

i

ol up 1o G5 bin's of safe qquiret amid .

caisy 10 use heat, Idenl for boats
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For the dealer nearest 1o you . BIESURINORIE N

There gre two Pramiurm brands
of coolers, Yati and Engel.Long ice
retention, guality throughout, heawy

ENGEL COOLERS
BEAR RESISTANT

T e

duty lic seals, sit on them, stand | X
on them They keep items cold in i = f
summer &nd items from freezing in e |
wintar. Many differant sizes up to e

320 quart. We are the Canadian 1 l
Wholesalers for both these top irmao, l
brends. We stock 20 different "é‘l

sizes and up w2 000 coolers in
Edmonten. Orders are shipped
throughout Canada the same day
they are received
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YETI COOLERS

nguiries Welcome BEAR RESISTANT
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